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ments by singling me out with an obvious purpose for
marked favour at the house of her envoy, Herr von Scherff,
and not without discourtesy towards the Austrian envoy-
president, Baron Prokesch, at a time when Louis Napo-
leon still cherished the hope of a Prussian alliance against
Austria, and already had the Italian war in his mind. I
leave it undecided whether even at that time the predi-
lection for Napoleonic France alone dictated the policy of
the Queen of Holland, or if it were only the restless
desire to meddle in politics at any price that led her to
take sides in the struggle between Prussia and Austria,
and moved her to a conspicuously bad treatment of my
Austrian colleague and to a marked preference of me.
Anyhow, after 1866 I found the Princess, who in former
days had been so gracious to me, among the keenest op-
ponents of the policy which I was following in anticipation
of the breach of 1870. It was in the year 1867 that sus-
picion was first thrown upon us in French official state-
ments of having designs on Holland, especially in the
expression of the Minister Rouher in a speech against
Thiers, March 16, 1867, to the effect that France would
not tolerate our advance to the Zuider Zee. It is not prob-
able that the Zuider Zee had been discovered by the
French themselves, or even that the orthography of the
name was correctly given in the French press without for-
eign help. It is allowable to conjecture that the thought
of this piece of water was suggested to French suspicion
from Holland. Even the Netherland descent of M. Drouyn
de Lhuys does not entitle me to presume in his colleague
so exact a local knowledge of geography outside the
French frontier.

As I assigned the policy of Wurtemberg to the Rhine-
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